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ELANA FAYE RESNICK 
University of California, Santa Barbara 

Email: eresnick@ucsb.edu 
www.elanaresnick.com 

 
RESEARCH: Race and racialization, environmental justice, infrastructure and inequality, labor, 
gender, intersectionality, waste, materiality, nuclear power, sustainability, humor, friendship 
 
CURRENT ACADEMIC APPOINTMENT  

2024-2025 Visiting Scholar, Center for International Security and Cooperation (CISAC),  
  Stanford University (sabbatical leave) 
 
PERMANENT ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS 
 
2017 - Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of California, Santa 

Barbara  
2018- Director, Infrastructural Inequalities Research Group, University of California, Santa 

Barbara 
2018- Faculty Affiliate, Interdepartmental PhD Emphasis in Environment and Society  
2022- Faculty Affiliate, Department of Feminist Studies  
 
PREVIOUS ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS  

2016-2017 Postdoctoral Fellow, Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies, 
 Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 
2015  Global Europe Resident Scholar, Woodrow Wilson Center, Washington, D.C. (June-

September) 
2014-2015 Weatherhead Resident Scholar, School for Advanced Research, Santa Fe, New 

Mexico 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2007-2016   University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Department of Anthropology 

• Ph.D. 2016, M.A. 2011 
2001-2005 Haverford College, Honors in Anthropology 

• B.A., Double Major in Anthropology and English 
 
PUBLICATIONS  

2025 Refusing Sustainability: Race and Environmentalism in a Changing Europe [book manuscript, 
forthcoming with Stanford University Press in July 2025] 

 
2025 “Collectively Cultivating the Pleasures of Interembodiment: Waste Labor, Nuclearity, 

and River Love in Bulgaria,” Social Science & Medicine. 
 
2025  “Absurdities of Indeterminacy: Swastikas and Playing with the Token-Type 

Relationship,” Signs and Society 13 (1), 60-77.  
 

http://www.elanaresnick.com/
http://www.iirglab.com/
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2024  “The Determined Indeterminacy of White Supremacy: Racial Disavowal and   
  Strategic Deniability in Bulgaria,” American Ethnologist 51 (3), 433–447. 
 
2024 “The Containability of Sustainability: Zero Waste and White Space,” Cultural 

Anthropology 39 (2), 216–245. 
 
2024   “Contracts, Uniforms, and Questions of ‘Humanity’ in the Waste Workplace,”  
   General Anthropology 30 (2), 7-10. 
 
2023 “The Intimacy of Labor: Street Sweeping and the Pleasures of Anything Else,” Public 

Culture. 35 (2 (100)): 233–254. 
• Winner of the 2024 Heldt Prize for Best Article in Slavic, East European, and 

Eurasian Women’s and Gender Studies from the Association of Women in 
Slavic Studies (AWSS) 

 
2022  “Materiality,” Oxford Bibliographies in Anthropology. New York: Oxford University 

Press.  
 
2022 “Nuclear Energy and Racialized Power at the Borders of Europe,” EuropeNow 

(special issue on energy and environment, ed. Dominic Boyer). 
 
2021   “The Limits of Resilience: Managing Waste in the Racialized Anthropocene,”  
  American Anthropologist. 123 (2): 222-236. 

• Winner of the 2023 Annual Article Prize, British Association for Slavonic and 
East European Studies (BASEES) Women’s Forum 

• Winner of the 2022 Annual Prize for Exemplary Cross-Field Scholarship, 
General Anthropology Division (GAD), American Anthropological Association 

 
2021  “Revisiting the ‘Contours of Race, Racialization, and Race-Making’ in Slavic, East,  
  European, and Eurasian Studies,” Co-authored with Sunnie Rucker-Chang and  
  Chelsi West Ohueri in ASEEES NewsNet. 51(3):2-5. 
 
2020  “There is Nothing Revelatory About It: Racialized Labor in the Age of COVID-19,” 
  Society for the Anthropology of Work: Exertions. 
 
2018  “Durable Remains: Glass of the Past and a Precarious European Future,” Journal of 

Contemporary Archaeology. 5(1): 103-115. 
• Honorable Mention for the 2019 SOYUZ AAA Annual Article Paper Prize 

 
2017  “Protest and the Practice of Normal Life in Bulgaria,” Lietuvos Etnologija: Socialinės 

Anthropologijos ir Etnologijos Studijos (Lithuanian Ethnology: Studies in Social Anthropology 
and Ethnology). 17(26): 193-214. 

 
2015  “Discarded Europe: Money, Trash, and the Possibilities of a New Temporality,” 

Anthropological Journal of European Cultures. 24(1): 123-131.  
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2010 “The Unintentional Activist: Questions of Action, Activism, and Accountability,” 
Collaborative Anthropologies. 3(1): 102-109.  

 
2009    “Transnational Affiliations, Local Articulations: Consumption and Romani Publics in 

Bulgaria,” Anthropology of East Europe Review. 27(2):101-116.  
 
BOOK REVIEWS 
 
2025 Throw Your Voice: Suspended Animations in Kazakhstani Childhoods, by Meghanne Barker, 

2024, Cornell University Press. Journal of the Royal Anthropology Institute. (Invited, co-
authored with Yulia Sekushina) 

 
2023 Waste Worlds: Inhabiting Kampala's Infrastructures of Disposability, by Jacob Doherty, 2021, 

University of California Press. American Ethnologist 50 (3): 525-526. (August 2023) 
 
2018  The Social Life of Materials: Studies in Material and Society, Ed. Adam Drazin and Susanne 

Küchler, 2015, Bloomsbury. American Ethnologist. 45(1): 151-152. (Winter 2018) 
 
AWARDS 

2025  Carolina de Miguel Moyer Young Scholar Award, Council for European Studies, for 
significant contributions to the interdisciplinary study of Europe  

 
2024 2024 Heldt Prize, for Best Article in Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Women’s 

and Gender Studies (for “The Intimacy of Labor,” Public Culture) 
 
2023 Lynn Roller Award, American Institute for Southeast European Studies 
 
2023 Annual Article Prize, British Association for Slavonic and East European Studies 

Women’s Forum (for “The Limits of Resilience,” American Anthropologist) 
 
2022 Annual Prize for Exemplary Cross-Field Scholarship, General Anthropology 

Division (GAD), American Anthropological Association (for “The Limits of 
Resilience,” American Anthropologist) 

 
2019  SOYUZ/AAA Annual Article Paper Prize, Honorable Mention for “Durable 

Remains: Glass of the Past and a Precarious European Future,” Journal of 
Contemporary Archaeology.  

 
2013 Annual Graduate Student Paper Prize, Society for the Anthropology of Europe, 

American Anthropological Association 
 
SELECT EXTERNAL GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS 

2024-2025 Nuclear Security Fellowship, Center for International Security and Cooperation 
(CISAC), Freeman Spogli Institute, Stanford University 

 
2024-2026 Alexander von Humboldt Research Fellowship for Experienced Researchers  
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2024 Fulbright Scholar Award, U.S. Department of State (summer) 
 
2023-2024 Hunt Postdoctoral Fellowship, Wenner-Gren Foundation 
 
2020-2021 University of California Humanities Research Institute Junior Faculty Manuscript 

Workshop Grant  
 
2019-2021 University of California Hellman Fellowship for Racialized Power: Nuclear Energy and 

Infrastructural Inequality in Bulgaria 
 
2017  American Councils Title VIII Combined Research and Language Training Program 

Advanced Research Fellowship, U.S. Department of State  
 

2016 Engaged Anthropology Grant, Wenner-Gren Foundation 
 
2013-2014  Andrew Mellon/Council for European Studies Dissertation Completion Fellowship  

2013  ARCS Pre-Doctoral Fellowship, American Research Center in Sofia, Bulgaria  

2011-2012 Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship, U.S. 
Department of State  

 
2011 Doctoral Dissertation Fieldwork Grant for Research, Wenner-Gren Foundation 
 
2008 American Council of Learned Societies language award (declined)  
 

INTERNAL GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND AWARDS 

2025-26  Regents’ Junior Faculty Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara for  
  Women of Nuclear: The Gendered Labor and Racial Politics of Greening the Grid 
 
2024-25 Academic Senate Faculty Research Grant, University of California, Santa Barbara for 

Women of Nuclear  
 
2024 Faculty Career Development Award  
 
2022 Academic Senate Faculty Research Grant, University of California, Santa Barbara, 

book subvention award for Refusing Sustainability  
 
2022 Distinguished Teaching Award, University of California, Santa Barbara (nominated) 
 
2021-2023 Pearl Chase Research Grant, University of California, Santa Barbara for A Multispecies 

Approach to Waste Management in Santa Barbara 
 
2021-2022 Intersectional Justice Faculty Research Grant, University of California, Santa Barbara  
 
2021-2022 Research Assistance Program Award, University of California, Santa Barbara  
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2021-2022 Interdisciplinary Humanities Center, Faculty Fellowship Award, University of 
California, Santa Barbara 

  
2020-2021 Instructional Improvement Program Mini-grant, University of California, Santa 

Barbara  
 
2020-2021  Faculty Career Development Award, University of California, Santa Barbara  
 
2018-2019 ISBER Social Science Research Grants Program (SSRGP), University of California, 

Santa Barbara, for The Lives and Afterlives of Nuclear Infrastructure in Bulgaria 
 
2018-2019 Academic Senate Faculty Research Grant, University of California, Santa Barbara, 

for Legacies of Soviet Energy and the Everyday Politics of Nuclear Infrastructure in Bulgaria 
 
2018-2019 Carsey-Wolf Center Faculty Research Support Grant, University of California, Santa 

Barbara, for Ethnography in the Time of Facebook: Romani Voices and Social Media 
  
2014 Weiser Center for Europe and Eurasia (WCEE) Summer Fellowship, University of 

Michigan, for research on evangelical church movements in Bulgaria 
 
2012-2013 Rackham Humanities Research Fellowship, University of Michigan  
 
2010 Rackham International Research Award, University of Michigan International 

Institute  
 
2009 Stanley Frankel Summer Fellowship for Research and Study, University of Michigan, 

for research on Roma and Jewish community issues in Bulgaria  
 
2008-2009  Foreign Language Area Studies Fellowship, University of Michigan  
 
2008 Center for Russian and Eastern European Studies Research, Internship, and 

Fellowship (CRIF) Grant, University of Michigan 
 
2008 Foreign Language Area Studies Fellowship (FLAS), University of Pittsburgh 
 
2007-2008  Foreign Language Area Studies Fellowship, University of Michigan 
 

INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATIONS  

2023- Women of Nuclear [working title], with media artist Rayna Teneva. A film about 
nuclear promises, women’s friendships, and the Danube River in Bulgaria. 

 
2019- Plums for Trash [Slivi Za Smet] 2.0, with artist Christina Freeman. A performance art 

installation about and using barter exchange in Sofia’s public spaces, now moving 
across the United States. 

 
2013- Waste and Life, a film by Elana Resnick and Bojina Panayotova about racialized labor 

in urban space, Sofia, Bulgaria. 
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2012-2014  “Dirty” and “Clean” Places: Research in the Social Restructuring of Urban Space. A project 
supported by the National Program for Science and Education in Bulgaria. (In 
collaboration with Velislava Petrova, Veronika Dimitrova, Slavka Karakusheva, Sofia 
University). 

 
PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP AND POPULAR PRESS PUBLICATIONS 

2022   “Race and Ethnicity from a Global Perspective: Europe.” California Global   
  Education Project (workshop for California public school teachers). 
 
2021 “Streets of Resilience: Scholar Explores How a ‘Racialized Anthropocene’ Affects 

Bulgaria’s Roma” The Current, University of California, Santa Barbara (June 23). 
 
2021 Capitalist Discard, Durability, and Romani Racialized Labor in the Anthropocene. 

Mergers and Acquisitions Podcast, Society for Economic Anthropology. 
 
2021 Trash in (post)-Communist Eastern Europe. SRB Podcast, University of Pittsburgh 

(April 9). 
 
2021   “Race and Ethnicity from a Global Perspective: Europe.” California Global   
  Education Project (workshop for California public school teachers). 
 
2020 Interviewed in “Europe’s Marginalised Roma People Hit Hard by Coronavirus,” The 

Guardian (May 11) 
 
2020 The Path from Waste Worker to University of California Professor, The American 

Dream Podcast, Bulgarian National Television 
 
2018 “Episode #8: Elana Resnick and Chloe Ahmann” Conversations in Anthropology Podcast 
 
2013 Letter to the Editor, “The Rancor Against Roma in Europe” in The New York Times 

(October 24: A26). 
 
2011 “Using Ethnic Tensions for Political Gains (and Games): Anti-Roma Protests in 

Bulgaria” in Truth-out.org (October 8) 
 
2011 “Symptom or Disease? Anti-Roma Sentiment in Bulgaria” in the online magazine 

Kulturrisse.at (translated into German) 
 
INVITED TALKS 

2025 “Women Powering the Atom: Gendered Labor and Expertise in Bulgaria’s Nuclear 
Industry.” Center for International Security and Cooperation (CISAC), Stanford 
University. May 13. 

 
2025 “Book Talk: Refusing Sustainability: Waste and Environmentalism in a Changing 

Europe.” Annual Roma Studies Conference. Harvard University. April 4. 
 

https://www.news.ucsb.edu/2021/020335/streets-resilience
https://www.news.ucsb.edu/2021/020335/streets-resilience
https://podcast.econanthro.org/2021/06/07/capitalist-discard-durability-and-romani-racialized-labor-in-the-anthropocene-a-conversation-with-elana-resnick/
https://srbpodcast.org/2021/04/09/trash-in-post-communist-eastern-europe/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/11/europes-marginalised-roma-people-hit-hard-by-coronavirus
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/11/europes-marginalised-roma-people-hit-hard-by-coronavirus
https://bntnews.bg/news/amerikanskata-mechta-patyat-na-elana-resnik-ot-rabotnik-v-chistota-do-profesor-v-kaliforniyskiya-universitet-1081437news.html
https://podtail.com/podcast/conversations-in-anthropology/episode-8-elana-resnick-and-chloe-ahmann/
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2025 “Refusing Sustainability: Waste and Environmentalism in a Changing Europe.” 
Center for Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies. Stanford University. 
March 14. 

 
2024 “Refusing Sustainability: Racial Politics of Environmentalism in a Changing 

Europe.” Department of Mobility and Migration and the Department of Ecological 
Anthropology, Czech Academy of Sciences. May 16. 

 
2024 “Refusing Sustainability: Waste and Race in a Changing Europe.” Department of 

Theory and History of Culture, Sofia University, May 13. 
 
2024  “Remains of a Future Fantasy: Nuclear Development and Doubt in Bulgaria.” 
  Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology, Central European University,  
  Vienna. March 25.  
 
2024 “For the Love of the River: Nuclear Ecologies and the Sensory Politics of Green 

Energy.” Max Planck Institute for the History of Science (MPIWG), Berlin. March 
21.  

 
2024 “Zero Waste as White Space: Environmental Sustainability and Racial Disavowal in 

an Expanding Europe.”  Romani Studies Program, Central European University, 
Vienna. February 13. 

 
2023 “Refusing Sustainability: Waste and Race at the Edges of Europe.” Central European 

University, Budapest. November 8. 
 
2023  “Refusing Sustainability: Waste and the Politics of Pleasure in Urban Landscapes of 

Environmental Racism.” Department of Anthropology, Washington University, St. 
Louis. February 28. 

 
2023 “Waste Labor and Racial Disavowal in Landscapes of White Supremacy.” 

Havighurst Center for Russian and Post-Soviet Studies, Miami University, Ohio. 
February 20. 

 
2023 “Refusing Sustainability: Waste and the Politics of Pleasure,” Department of 

Anthropology, University of Southern California. February 16. 
 
2023  “Zero Waste as White Space: The Racial Politics of Environmental Sustainability in 

an Expanding Europe.” Mershon Center for International Security Studies, Ohio 
State University. February 9. 

 
2023 “Refusing Sustainability: Waste and the Politics of Pleasure in Urban Landscapes of 

Environmental Racism.” Department of Anthropology, University of North Texas. 
January 30. 

 
2022 “Race, Ethnicity, and Feminist Worldmaking in an Expanding Europe.” Mellon 

Sawyer  Graduate Seminar on Race, Precarity and Privilege: Migration in a Global Context, 
University of California, Santa Barbara. April 2. 
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2022  “(Post-)Pandemic Eurasia: Why Intersectionality Matters Webinar” Center for  
  Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies, University of Pittsburgh and   
  Association for Slavic, East  European, and Eurasian Studies (ASEEES) Committee  
  for Diversity and Inclusion, Intersectionality in Focus Series. February 25. 
 
2021  “For the Love of the Danube: Nuclear Residues and Residual Affection,” Fallout:  
  Chernobyl and  the Ecology of Disaster Conference, University of California, Santa  
  Barbara, April 30. 

2018  “Racialized Power: Nuclear Energy and Infrastructural Inequality.” Sawyer Seminar:  
  Energy Justice in Global Perspective, University of California, Santa Barbara,  
  November 9. 

2018   “Beyond the Object: Afterlives of Loss and the Materiality of What Remains.”  
  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Material Culture and the Holocaust  
  Workshop and Symposium, October 1-4. 

2018 “Running Water in the Land of Spitting Dragons: Waste, Race, and Environmental 
Justice in Bulgaria.” University of North Texas, Department of Anthropology. 
February 16. 

 
2017 “Running Water in the Land of Spitting Dragons: The Moral Logics of Urban 

Infrastructure in Bulgaria.” Oberlin College. November 27. 
 
2017  “Infrastructure, EU Accession, and Romani Politics in Bulgaria.” Fulbright-Hays 

Summer Seminar, Bulgaria in the Context of Migration and Challenges to European 
Cohesion. Sofia, Bulgaria. August 2.  

 
2017  “Running Water in the Land of Spitting Dragons: Romani Labor and the Animation 

of Urban Infrastructure in Bulgaria.” University of Michigan, Center for Russian and 
East European Studies. March 15. 

 
2016 “Nothing Ever Perishes: Waste, Race, and Transformation in Bulgaria.” Midwaste: 

Midwestern Wasteways and Global Futures Symposium. University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign. May 5-6. 

 
2016  “Can We Stop Talking about Birth Control Yet? ‘Gypsy’ Bodies as European 

Problems.” Human Rights Institute, University of Connecticut. April 12. 
 
2016 “Dismantling the Promise of Progress: Waste Management, Racialized Labor, and 

Transformation in Bulgaria.” Franz Boas Seminar, Columbia University. March 4. 
 
2016 “Scavenging Votes and Scrap Metal: The Politics of Romani Labor and Poverty in 

Bulgaria.” Anthropology Colloquium, University of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
February 1. 

 
2014 “From ‘Gypsy Work’ to E.U. Recycling: Waste, Race, and Environment in Bulgaria.” 

School for Advanced Research Colloquium, Santa Fe, New Mexico. November 12. 

https://www.ucis.pitt.edu/creees/events/post-pandemic-eurasia-why-intersectionality-matters
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ORGANIZED/CHAIRED PANELS 

2025  “Resistance in the Face of Environmental Degradation and State-Sanctioned 
Violence,” Association for the Advancement of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian 
Studies Annual Meeting, Washington D.C., November 20-23. (upcoming) 

 
2025  “Book Discussion: Encountering Race in Albania: An Ethnography of the 

Communist Afterlife. by Chelsi West Ohueri and Refusing Sustainability: Race and 
Environmentalism in a Changing Europe, by Elana Resnick,” Association for the 
Advancement of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies Annual Meeting, 
Washington D.C., November 20-23. (upcoming) 

 
2022 “Slavic and East European Studies Through a (Critical) Romani Studies Lens.” 

Association for the Advancement of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies 
Annual Meeting, October 13-14. 

 
2021 “The Politics of Joy.” Society for the Anthropology of Religion Biennial Virtual 

Meeting. May 14-16. 
 
2018 “With Kith and Kin: Generating Modernity.” American Anthropological Association 

Annual Meeting, San Jose. November 14-18. 
 
2016  “The Work of Racialization and the Racialization of Work.” American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Minneapolis. November 16-20. 
 
2015 “Anthropology of Humor, Humor in Ethnography.” Executive Session, American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Denver. November 18-22. 
 
2014 “Incongruous Continuities: ‘History’ as Critical Practice.” Council for European 

Studies Annual Meeting, Washington D.C. March 14-16. 
 
2013  “Ethnographies of Things: Time, Materiality, and Change.” Annual Meeting of the 

American Anthropological Association, Chicago. November 20-24. 
 
2013 “Ruin by Design? The Aesthetics of Creativity in European Material Cultures.” 20th 

International Conference of Europeanists, Council for European Studies, 
Amsterdam. June 25-27. 

 
PAPER PRESENTATIONS (REFEREED ABSTRACTS) 

2025 “Women of Nuclear.” Meeting of the Society for the Social Studies of Science (4S), 
Seattle, WA, September 3-6. (upcoming) 

 
2025 “The Racialization of Air Pollution Evidence-Making in Bulgaria.” Health, 

Environment, and AnThropology (HEAT), Durham, UK, April 23-24.  
 
2024  “Greening the Grid in the Midst of War: Nuclear Development and Doubt in 

Bulgaria.” Association for the Advancement of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian 
Studies Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, November 21-24. 
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2023 “The Shared Pleasures of ‘Anything Else.’” American Anthropological Association 

Annual Meeting, Toronto, CA, November 15-19. 
 
2023 “Environmental Justice and the Racialized Labor of Europeanization.” Critical 

Romani Studies Annual Conference, June 1-2. 
 
2023 “The Determined Indeterminacy of White Supremacy.” AES/APLA/CAE Spring 

Conference on Indeterminacy, March 23-25. 
 
2022  “Racialized Surveillance in Slavic and East European Studies.” Association for the 

Advancement of Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies Annual Meeting, 
October 13-14. 

 
2022  “Europe and the Racialized Anthropocene.” Council for European Studies, June 29- 
  July 1. 
 
2022  “The Pleasure of Anything Else: Romani Women Waste Working in Bulgaria.”  
  Conference of the Association of Women in Slavic Studies, March 31-April 2. 
 
 2021  “Bridging Scholarship, Advocacy, & Activism for Environmental Sustainability.”  
  Roundtable Member, Association for the Advancement of Slavic, East European,  
  and Eurasian Studies Annual Meeting, December 2-3. 
 
2021  “Care in the City, Care for the City: Urban Environments & the Politics of   
  Concern.” Discussant, American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting,  
  Baltimore, November 17-21. 
 
2021  “How do Black Lives Matter in Europe?” Roundtable Member, American   
  Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Baltimore, November 17-21. 
 
2021  “For the Love of the Danube: Nuclear Residues and Residua Affection.” Meeting of  
  the Society for the Social Studies of Science (4S), October 6-9.  
 
2021  “To Love a Toxic River: Imagining the Future of Nuclear Power in Bulgaria.”  
  Council for European Studies Annual Meeting, June 21-25. 
 
2021  “Jesus Is Always Welcome at My Party: Holy Laughter and Spiritual Joy in 

Bulgaria.” Society for the Anthropology of Religion Biennial Virtual Meeting. May 
14-16. 

 
2020  “The Contours of Race, Racialization, and Race-Making: A Roundtable Discussion.”  
  Roundtable Member, Association for the Advancement of Slavic, East European,  
  and Eurasian Studies Annual Meeting, November 5-8. 
 
2019  “When Jesus's Love Makes Electricity Unnecessary: Evangelical Christianity and Material-

Affective Substitution in Bulgaria.” American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, 
Vancouver, November 20-24. 



 
 

11 

2018  “Assessing Toxicity and Imagining the Future of Nuclear Infrastructure in Bulgaria.” 
American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, San Jose. November 14-18.  

 
2017 “Running Water in the Land of Spitting Dragons: The Moral Logics of Urban 

Infrastructure in Bulgaria.” American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, 
Minneapolis. November 19-December 3. 

 
2017 “The Russian Revolution, Industry, and U.S. Race Relations.” Havighurst Center for 

Russian and Post-Soviet Studies, International Young Researchers Conference, 
Cuma, Italy. June 13-17. 

 
2017   “Jesus is Always Welcome at My Party: Holy Laughter and Experiences of Joy in  
  Bulgaria.” Soyuz Research Network for Postsocialist Cultural Studies, Indiana  
  University, March 3-4. 
 
2016  “Waste Labor, Roma Bodies, and the Politics of Movement in Europe.” American 

Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Minneapolis. November 16-20. 
 
2016  “The Daily Hazards of Cleaning Sofia.” University of Regensburg, Germany. 

October 6-8. 
 
2015 “The Hilarity of Alterity: Romani Waste Workers and Other People’s Trash.” 

American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Denver. November 18-22. 
 
2014 “A Mediated Ethnographic Presence: Three Minutes of Fame on Bulgarian 

Television.”  American Anthropological Association Annual Meeting, Washington 
D.C. December 3-7. 

 
2014 “I Owe You One: Informal Loans, International Debt, and Roma Workers in 

Bulgaria.” Council for European Studies Annual Meeting, Washington D.C. March 
14-16. 

 
2014 “Access to Heaven and Hot Water: Evangelical Churches, Public Utilities, and 

Attempts at Moral Transformation in Bulgaria.” Council for European Studies 
Annual Meeting. Washington D.C., March 14-16. 

 
2013  “Discarded Europe: Money, Trash, and the Possibility of a New Temporality.” Invited 

Session. Society for the Anthropology of Europe Graduate Student Prize Panel. 
Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago. November 
20-24. 

 
TEACHING 
 
Spring 2023 Introduction to Anthropology (ANTH 2), general education lecture course, University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (540 students) 
 
Winter 2023 Contemporary Ethnographic Theory (ANTH 235B), core PhD seminar, University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (5 students) 
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Spring 2021 Introduction to Anthropology (ANTH 2), general education lecture course, University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (540 students) 
 
Winter 2021 Contemporary Ethnographic Theory (ANTH 235B), core PhD seminar, University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (4 students) 
 
Spring 2020 Introduction to Anthropology (ANTH 2), general education lecture course, University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (510 students) 
 
Winter 2019  Contemporary Ethnographic Theory (ANTH 235B), core PhD seminar, University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (10 students) 
 
Spring 2018  Introduction to Anthropology (ANTH 2), general education lecture course, University of 

California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (250 students) 
 
Winter 2018 Development and Decay: Urban Infrastructure and the Politics of Inequality (AN 197ER), 

upper-level anthropology course on infrastructural inequalities, University of 
California, Santa Barbara, Department of Anthropology (40 students) 

 
Spring 2017 Politics of Power in Europe, upper-level seminar on energy and environmental politics, 

Miami University, Department of Global and Intercultural Studies (16 students) 
Introduction to International Studies, introductory-level lecture course, Miami University, 
Department of Global and Intercultural Studies (40 students) 

 
Fall 2016 Issues in Post-Soviet Eurasia, Writing-intensive seminar, Miami University, Department 

of Global and Intercultural Studies (10 students) 
 
ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 
 
2018  Jack and Anita Hess Seminar for Faculty, Silenced Voices and Marginalized Histories: 

Roma and Sinti in the Holocaust, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
Washington D.C. January 8-12. 

 
2013 Junior Scholars’ Training Seminar, Woodrow Wilson International Center for 

Scholars and the National Council for Eurasian and East European Research, Aspen 
Wye River, Maryland. August 16-19. 

 
SERVICE TO THE FIELD 

2024-2025 Society for the Anthropology of Europe (SAE), graduate student prize winner 
mentor  

2024- Trust for Social Achievement, Bulgaria, Advisory Board Member  
2023- European Roma Institute for Arts and Culture (ERIAC), core member  
2023-2024 Fulbright Commission, Bulgaria, reviewer  
2022- Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Committee on 

Environmental Sustainability 
2021-2022 Society for Social Studies of Science (4S) Programming Committee  
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2021  American Anthropological Association, Society for the Anthropology of Europe  
  Award Panelist  
2018-  National Science Foundation, panel reviewer  
2018-2019 Fulbright Commission, Bulgaria, reviewer  
2017  American Anthropological Association, Postsocialist Cultural Studies (SOYUZ)  
  Article Award Panelist   
 
MANUSCRIPT REVIEWER 
 
Geoforum 
Cultural Anthropology  
American Ethnologist  
Journal of Material Culture 
PoLAR: Political and Legal Anthropology Review  
Journal of Linguistic Anthropology  
East European Politics and Societies  
International Labor and Working-Class History 
 
LANGUAGES  
 
Native Speaker: English 
Fluency: Bulgarian 
Proficiency: Romani, Serbian/Bosnian/Croatian 
 
FIELDWORK 
 
Bulgaria: July-September 2024 
Bulgaria: July-September 2023 
Bulgaria: June-July 2022 
Bulgaria: October-November 2019 
Bulgaria: August-September 2018 
Bulgaria: May-August 2017 
Bulgaria (PhD Research): June-August 2016, July 2014, August 2010- December 2013, June-August 
2009, July-August 2008, April 2006, June-August 2003 
Poland: June-August 2004 
United Kingdom (w/ Romani asylum seekers): January–May 2004 
 
 
 

        Revised: June 2, 2025 


